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“above Gordon Durdle,

Salvage looks forward to the
‘ days of bountiful fish.

"F-ﬂ_'d_,s-frame visitors at Cape
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== |t took us a week to explore a
few hundred kilometres, not because
of the distance but because of the
incredible scenery at each twist, turn
or dead-end. Every road ends at a
fishing village, be it Heart’s Delight,
Dildo, Chance Cove or Eastport just
outside the Terra Nova National Park,
and each one lures you in as long as
possible. The family of moose or that
black bear with her two cubs may
delay your travels further as you must
share the highway. In fact, it is highly
recommended that you travel only by
day. Just too many moose around, the
locals will tell you.

Fisherman'’s tales

He had a kind old face, rugged,
just like aged leather; the sun and
wind had taken its toll over the past
89 years, yet he was still as sharp
as the hooks he used on his long
lines to catch fish. “That old house,
the one you took the pictures of,
belonged to my sister,” he said, “but
she is gone now along with the cod.”
Gordon Durdle doesn't fish anymore,
not because his age is creeping up.
“There is simply just not much to
catch around here right now,” he said.
Newfoundlanders are resilient though,
especially here in Salvage, where the
road literally ends and hope is never
far away. “Someday the fish will be
back,” he said as he pointed toward
Bonavista Bay. For the longest time he
just looked and said nothing. Perhaps
he knew that his fishing days would
soon come to an end, but for now,
who knows, there could be some fish
amidst the fog that rolls in each day. At
least | hope so, for Gordon's sake.

Newfoundland means fishing,
especially for cod and while most
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visitors are under the impression that
cod can no longer be fished, it came
somewhat as a surprise when Tony
and Joan Oxford invited us on a cruise
to try our hand at cod fishing. Tony
and Joan operate True North Charters
& Tours, an eco-tour operation out

of Cox’s Cove. We caught few fish,
just enough for a meal, as we were
too enchanted by the scenery and its
people. | did catch a fleeting glimpse
of a tear or two on Joan'’s cheeks
while she showed us the place of

her childhood, a village that is no
more. For generations it was home to
her family, her childhood and all her
memories, but then the government
ordered it to be relocated. Later that
evening, just as the sun was setting,

| stood silently by the shore, and had

it not been for the Osprey fishing or
the Pilot Whale that suddenly broke
through the mirror-like surface of Cox’s
Cove, a stones-throw from shore, | too
may have shed a tear, not because of
the relocated village, but because | felt
privileged and somewhat emotional,
to be part of this unique land and its
people.

The true beauty of
Newfoundland

Travelling around Newfoundland
is something too few of us have
experienced. The Newfoundlanders
know the beauty of their country,
yet few brag about it. They are
naturally humble and indeed this is a
land you must discover for yourself.
Scandinavia is known for their fiords;
Newfoundland has its own fjords,
just more of them. Scotland has its
highlands and heaths; Newfoundland
is pretty well all highlands and heaths.
The Caribbean Sea has its clear
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turquoise waters; Newfoundland'’s
waters are just as clear, albeit colder
at the best of times. Then again, the
Caribbean doesn’t have icebergs
flowing past in summer as they do in
Twillingate, all around the Baie Verte
Peninsula right down to Bonavista
and past St. John's, only to disappear
somewhere out beyond the horizon.
Many voyagers to Newfoundland
begin their journey near St. John's
after disembarking the ferry from Nova
Scotia at Argentia. From the Avalon
Peninsula, the Trans-Canada Highway
will take you through the loop past
Gander, Grand Falls-Windsor and
Cornerbrook to Port-Aux-Basques, a
mere 860 km on the Trans-Canada,
but it will be the longest 860 kilometres
you have ever travelled. Taking in all
the coves, villages and points, it will
be closer to 2000 kms and | wouldn't
attempt that in less than two weeks.
Whatever you do, regardless of
how much time you may have, make
sure you allow yourself an extra day
or so in Port Aux-Basques after
you're scheduled to depart. It is quite
possible that the ferry will be on time
or it could be a day late. Make sure
you take a final trip out to the hamlet
of Rose Blanch and all the villages
along the way before your return to
reality. Experience a final goodbye
at the Cape Ray Lighthouse during
a very memorable sundown. Here
you might suddenly remember those
television ads depicting the high cliffs
of Newfoundland and the end of the
world. The vignettes are somewhat
deceiving though, because we found
many more cliffs along those little cove
roads, which could have been the end
of the world. Then again, we visited
only part of Newfoundland; there is a
lot more to see on our next visit. GL

www.goodlifemississauga.com

alex’s
travel notes

GETTING THERE

By Air

Direct flights available from Toronto
to St. John's: Air Canada or West
Jet. Porter flies there with stops in
Ottawa and Halifax

By Land and Sea

Ferry from North Sydney NS to
Argentia NL or Port Aux Basques
NL; return to North Sydney NS
Reservations required
www.marine-atlantic.ca

LINKS

Newfoundland
www.newfoundlandlabrador.com
St. John's
www.destinationstiohns.com
Whales and Puffins at Bay Bulls,
www.gatheralls.com

True North Charter and Eco
Tours, Cox’s Cove
www.truenorthtours.ca

Cupids www.cupids400.com
Twillingate Icebergs
wwiw.townoftwillingate.ca

Island View Cabins Cox's Cove:
rustic with kitchen, clean and
reasonable 709-688-2154
Monroe House B&B, St. John's:
excellent and upscale; wonderful
breakfast www.monroghouse.nf.ca
Kelsies Inn, Twillingate: very
clean, reasonable and friendly; good
breakfast

www.kelsiesinn.com

Maclellan Inn, Doyles:
reasonable, clean, very helpful and
friendly; good breakfast
www.maclellaninn.com
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Current Power Machinery Inc. w.otoramoveint.c

1661 Lakeshore Road West (5 stoplights East of Southdown Road)

30-603

All Clubs, B
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%@ FREE
OFF Arc Golf Glove

Your Tournament Prize

Headquarters!
Donations provided for all
Golf Tournaments!

; ENTER COUPON CODE “T520" = =
FOR A 20% ONLINE DROER DISCOUNT .
Gelf Gl Wareh
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L

Canada’s Permanent Golf Liquidation Centers

Clothing, A

ADDITIONAL

MISSISSAUGA / BRAMPTON MARKHAM PICKERING CAMBRIDGE
1119 Derry Road East 420 Denison St 1477 Bayiy St 516 Coronation Blvd
(between Tomken & Dixie North Side) (East of Woodbine)  {between Liverpool & Brock) (at the Delta)
905-670-1545 905-470-0974 905-831-6708 519-831-5002

Shop Online @ www.golfclearancewarehouse.com

FREE SHIPPING onN ORDERS OVER $99
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